Secondary Action of the Poison on Muscles. The muscles of the part into which the poison has been introduced are very apt to undergo rapid decomposition. We have already shown that their irritability is either lessened, or completely destroyed, by the action of the venom ; and it seems very probable that the mere contact of any other foreign body, containing Bacteria or their germs (as the water in which the cobra-poison was dissolved in our experiments certainly did) would suffice to explain the decomposition of the muscle without assuming any special putrefactive action on the part of the poison ; for the muscle, which has been at least temporarily killed by the poison, is placed in the body in the most favourable conditions of temperature and moisture for the occurrence of decomposition whenever any germs are brought into contact with it.
However, Weir Mitchell found that the venom of the rattle-snake had a curious influence upon muscle, which could hardly be explained without the supposition that the poison had a peculiar disorganizing action upon the muscular tissue. In every instance, the venom softened the muscle in proportion to the length of time it remained in contact with it; so that, even after a few hours, in warm-blooded animals, and after a rather longer time in the frog, the wounded muscle became almost diffluent, and assumed a dark colour and somewhat jellylike appearance. The structure remained entire until it was pressed upon or stretched, when it lost all regularity, and offered, under the microscope, the appearance of a minute granular mass.
In order to ascertain whether cobra-poison had a similar action, the following experiment was tried.
Experiment XXXIV, September 1873.?The gastrocnemei of a frog were removed and laid in two watch-glasses. One was then covered with several drops of a solution of dried cobra-poison, dissolved in a sufficient quantity of f-per-cent. salt solution to form a mixture about the consistence of fresh poison, while the other was covered with a few drops of salt solution alone. They were then protected from dust by two other watch-glasses inverted over them. The temperature of the room was moderately warm. The poisoned muscle underwent no chango. Both muscles gradually dried up ; but at no time could one be distinguished from the other, except by the label on the watch-glass.
The influence of cobra-poison in causing decomposition within the body is evident from the following experiment.
January \"th.?About threo drops of cobra-poison were injected under the skin of the flank of a guineapig at 12.48 P.M. Immediately afterwards the guineapig became restless and cried. In two minutes its head began to twitch. An hour after the injection the animal was quiet, and little or no effect of the poison could be observed. Three hours after the injection it did not seem very well. Next 
